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The mission and goals of the church,
adopted at our annual meeting are:
Mission:

Celebrating over 150 years of returning the
favor of God’s love by setting aside
differences through worship, inclusiveness,
fellowship and service.

Vision Statement:

Building a vibrant and vital church in an
urban environment to praise God through
worship, mission, education and outreach in
an inclusive and diverse community.

Purpose Statement:

The purpose of First Congregational Church
is to celebrate God’s love and to build a
vibrant and vital church through worship,
fellowship, education, service, and outreach
in an inclusive and diverse community.
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Billical +bt Project to be on display
February 28k — {ollowing worskit

THE SERENITY OF KNOWING: A WORK IN PROGRESS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURA GLAZER
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Art speaks to our religious and spiritual life as much as th&espaord.

The artist, Phiip, has been living with AIDS for more than 20 years. He

took on this project as a way to gain more insight into his life and to face

his mortality; he describesitds¢ KS { SNByAGe& 2F Yy2g

Photographer Laura Galzerhasff f 2 6 SR t KA f f A LIQa
2007. Phiip has finished writing the first five books of Moses.
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hear Phillip and Laura talk about their work.

Love, Rev.Tony
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Thank You:
February Scriptures
“On behalf of the children and families of St. Catherine’s Center for
February 711 10:30 AM Children, we extend to you and the First Congregational Church of
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany Albany our appreciations for your generous donation of mittens, hats
Communion Sunday and scarves.

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) « I . .
Psalm 138 Words cannot express our appreciation of your faithfulness in

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 helping us provide for children and families in need...
Luke 5:1-11 e our deepest thanks to you for your generosity.

Sincerely, Helen Hayes, Exec. Director and Joanne Gambino-
February 14 1 10:30 AM Morehouse, Director of Development.”
Last Sunday after Epiphany
Exodus 34:29-35 “We can’t thank you enough for the wonderful assortment of hats,
Psalm 99 gloves, and scarves that you donated to our school for the children.

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Many of the children come to school without gloves or hat. They are
Luke 9:26-36 (37-43)

thrilled when they get to pick for themselves and actually take them

February 17 home. What a thoughtful thing to do. Best wishes to all of you,

Ash Wednesday Sincerely, Cindy Felippone, RN, Nursing Supervisor, R&E May
School.”

February 217 10:30 AM
First Sunday in Lent Pl ease take time to | ook through t
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 from the children (hanging on the bulletin board in Palmer Hall.)
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
ﬁolinaz?sl 11%38b'13 The Mitten Tree: our annual “Mitten Tree” was a success due to the

uke 4:1-

wonderful generosity of our congregation. We received
approximately 80 items on the tree itself and then added socks

February 281 10:30 AM collected by the Women’s Fellowship. This allowed us to divide the

Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 total between three groups: the Albany City Mission, the Sanchez
Psalm 27 Family who were burned out of their home just before Christmas, and
Philippians 3:17-4:1 the R&E May School at St. Catherine’s Foundation for Children and
Luke 13:31-35 Families. All were very appreciative.

The Deacons than all of you and ask that you keep the Mitten Tree in
mind for next year.

Congratulations to Trina (Van
Derzee) and John Barr on the birth
of their son, John Francis Barr, 1V,
on December 22, 2009.

February 2010 Volunteers

Liturgist Ushers Greeter Coffee Hosts*
February 7 Carol Jewell Kevin Burkins Julia Barker “Souper Bowl!”
Cathy Perisi Sunday School
February 14 John Dennehey Kevin Burkins Julia Barker Jo-Ann & Joe O’Clair
needed
February 21 Shomita Mathew Kevin Burkins Julia Barker Joan & John Dennehey
needed
February 28 Lars Allanson Kevin Burkins Julia Barker Arvilla & Larry Cline
needed

Communion Servers: Carl Kirk & John Dennehey Food Pantry Delivery: Lars Allanson

*Please remember to arrive early to prepare the coffee urns and turn them on before the service (Mike
Dennehey now works on Sunday.) Directions are hanging above the coffee urns. See Ruth or Joan
Dennehey if you have any questions.

If you wish to volunteer for any needed positions, please call the office at 482-4580. Thank you.




February 7, 2010

Souper Bowl of Caring is an organization that uses the Super Bowl weekend to create awareness about topics like
hunger and poverty. Their mission is to transform the Super Bowl weekend into a youth-led weekend of caring,
giving, and serving.

On this day, the Sunday School will be running a “soup sale” during coffee hour to help collect funds for the Souper
Bowl to be donated to the Haiti Relief Fund.

Cost/$3.00 for soup, bread, and beverage. Dessert will be an additional cost.

The soup is “souperb” and the cause is good.

So join us in this endeaver!
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SUPER SATURDAY: February 27, 2010

10AM 082 PM
Celebrating Asian New Year in food, crafts, games.

;ﬁ &/ ntr
a great place to be
At FCC in Albany, we have a relationship with like minded churches in our affiliations.
Hudson-Mohawk Association of the United Church of Christ
And
The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches

Through our affiliations with the HMA and NACCC we acknowledge our connectedness on the journey of life through
the Spirit of God. With our sister churches, we engage in mission and ministry that we could not do alone. And, we
share in times of fellowship to acknowledge one another’s joys and concerns.

To support our affiliations and their work, a special offeringwill be received on
February 21stduring worship T or you may mail your offering to the church office.

As a point of reference: HMADuesrequests $10 per person
and
NACCC does not require dues, but suggestl0 per person

Please note on your contribution if you are contributing to one or both.

Our leadership at FCC does not insist anyone make a financial contribution; we have differing financial
abilities and desires to contribute. We hpor that in our congregation.



Please join us for a time of

n te/a Worship and Reflection

SERVICE /‘f = With a soup and bread dinner following
r— Every Thursday during Lent at 6:00pm

Guest speakers from our congregation — speaking on one of the affirmations fromthe booki The Phoeni
Af firmati ons: A New Vision for the Future of

February 187 ( Car o | \Wakkingefully in the path of Jesus, without denying the legitimacy of other paths God
may provide humanityo

February 257 (Arvilla Cline) RExpressing our love in worship that is as sincere, vibrant, and artful as it is
scriptural o

March4i ( We ndy S &vahldng humbly fvith God, acknowledging our own shortcomings while honestly
seeking to understand and call forth the best in others,incl udi ng t hose who consi der

March 117 (Lars Allanson) fiStanding, as Jesus does, with the outcast and oppressed, the denigrated and afflicted,
seeking peace and justice with or without the supj

March 187 (Asha Thomas) AiClaiming the sacredness of both our minds and our hearts, recognizing that faith and
science, doubt and belief serve the pursuit of tr

March 257 (Joy Harrington) fiCaring for our bodies, and insisting on taking time to enjoy the benefits of prayer,
reflect i on, worship and recreation in addition to wor

HOLY WEEK

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 28, 2010 Palm Sunday Service at 10:30 AM
Thursday, April 1, 2010 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae & Communion Service at 7:00 PM

Sunday, April 4, 2010 Easter Sunday Service at 10:30 AM
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Wompen’s Fellowship ifiROAD TRI PO SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2010

Return to Clermont State Historic Site, in Germantown, NY, and its kitchen for UnderWhere? in 1800
to learn about the fabulous fashions of the Empire era. This period, made famous by countless Jane
Austin movies, radically changed women's clothing from the generations before. What effects did this
have on women? You'll have to visit to find out!

The age-old question "what did they wear under there?" will finally be answered at Clermont State
Historic Site this winter. Clermont's curator of education Kjirsten Gustavson will dispel the myths and
delve into the curiosities of three different historic periods of women's underwear. These lively talks
will be illustrated with slides and elaborately-reproduced costumes.

All lectures, hosted in the museum's historic kitchen, will begin at 2pm and last approximately one
hour. Entrance is $5 for adults, free for children 12 and under. Space is limited so reservations are
encouraged.

Car pool will leave at 12 noon. Please tell Becky or Joan if you wish to attend since space is
limited. Thanks.

Circles * Squares * Contras

A Family Dance with caller, Paul Rosenberg, will be at First Congregational Church on
Sunday, February 7, 4:007 5:15 PM.
Enjoy a tradition of community dancing passed down from generation to generation.
All ages are welcomes; no experience is necessary!
Music by Tame Rutagaga; sit-in musicians welcome

COMMUNITY NEWS

The CACC Annual Meeting./Winter Assembly will be on Mon., Feb. 1, at Delmar Presbyterian Church. Clergy
and delegates from all of our member congregations are invited to attend, as well as other interested folk. The
evening starts with registration, displays & and social time from 5:30-6pm; dinner ($10/person, phone or e-mail
reservations required by 1/27) at 6:15, followed by the meeting and Assembly. Agenda includes election &
installation of new officers & directors, reception of new members, vote on a proposed budget for 2010, and the
presentation of the Joyce Steinkraus Giles Pastoral Service Award to the Rev. Robert Zittel of the Slingerlands
Methodist Church. Anyone can attend just the meeting portion (starting at 7:30) without reservations or cost.
Peace,

2010 UCC NY Women
Annual Conference
April 29, 30, and My 1
Watson Homestead, Painted Post, NY

ABuil ding the Beloved Communityéa future
Workshops & Activities: Sage-ing Biblical Feasting Stargazing
From Pentecost to Advent: Making Ordinary Time Extraordinary
Swimming, Hayride, Nature Walk, World Peace Prayer Vigil, Meditation Room, Memory Making (Scrapbook),
Ukrainian Egg Painting, “Yes, You Can” Thinking Outside the Box, Gift Box out of Christmas Cards.
Mission Project: Hygiene Kits for Church World Service.
Information and forms are on the Bulletin Board in Palmer Hall. Registration Date: March 27th



( I CRTC Equipping, Connecting, Inspiring
( Educational Opportunities this Winter and Spring

Capital Region Theological Center

The Church and Its Money Saturday, February 20, 2010 Rev. Norman Tellier, CFP™

All those who deal with money in the church, whether it is organizing the annual stewardship campaign, church accounting, filing
IRS paperwork, setting up pastor’s annual pay package, or whether you are the pastor who needs to be more informed, this
seminar is for you! Cost: $65 by January 20, $75 thereafter Registration deadline: February 5

Family Systems Theory & Practice for Congregations* Friday and Saturday, March 12 & 13, 2010

Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from Dr. Steinke, leading speaker and author on the power of family systems theory as
applied to congregational dynamics. See our website for more information on each days’ topics.

Cost: $95 per day, or $165 for both days Registration deadline: February 25

Backpacking Retreat Friday through Sunday April 30 to May 2 Rev. Kent Busman

Come and spend a few days in nature. Enjoy the beauty of the earth and reflect on the creation! This is a wonderful opportunity
for a small group to get away and do some reflection on the care of creation. One of the goals of this course is to help
participants see their role within creation and how they can better live as God’s images who are created to protect and keep
God’'s world.  Cost: $225 Registration Deadline: March 19
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February Birthdays February Anniversaries
Feb. 01 Daniel Samson Feb. 17 Susan & William Ferber
Feb. 04 Julie Clayton-Ellis Feb. 18 Deborah & William Henry
Feb. 08 Timmy Knowles
Feb. 11 Chris Slate
Feb. 13 Brian Burkins
Feb. 14 Kevin Burkins
Feb. 18 Dee Burkins

Jessica Reinhardt
Lars Allanson

Feb. 19 Liam Slate

Feb. 20 Joan Dennehey
Debbie Shoup

Feb. 24 Julianne Marie Bohl

Feb. 27 James Hoffman

Feb. 29 Ruth Luippold
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LENT BEGINS



